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ASSASSINATION 
IN THE ARTS 



SONDHEIM'S SEPPUKU 

Stephen Sondheim’s latest Broadway 
venture, which has quickly and 
appropriately been deemed preposterous 
and perverse, is his new musical 
Assassins, portraying and oddly 
glorifying people who have tried to kill 
U.S. presidents. Set to music. Through a 
series of skits, the various assassins are 
shown to be a brotherhood of like-minded 
folk, each inspiring the other. The nine 
assassins (4 successful and 5 failures) are 
John Wilkes Booth (Lincoln’s), Charles 
Guiteau (Garfield’s), Leon Czolgosz. 
(McKinley’s), Giuseppi Zangara 
(Roosevelt’s), Lee Harvey Oswald (JFK), 
John W. Hinckley Jr. (Reagan’s), Samuel 
Byck (Nixon’s), Lynette “Squeaky” 
Fromme and Sara Jane Moore (both 
Ford’s). Singing the kick-off and closing 
song “Everybody's Got The Right [to kill 
someone] ...”, they conspire, in the final 
scene, to encourage Oswald to 
assassinate JFK rather than commit the 
suicide he originally planned. 


For the curious, Assassins appears to 
have closed after a brief Off-Broadway run. 

CONSPIRACY THEORY COMES TO FILM, 
POINTS FINGER AT CIA & FBI 

Filmmaker Oliver Stone [Talk Radio, 
Platoon, and Born On The Fourth of 
July], in his newest patriotic film titled 
JFK, joins others who do not believe that- 
Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
on November 22, 1963. He has selected 
Kevin Costner 
to play New 
Orleans 
prosecutor 
James 
Garrison — a 
man who 
maintained 
that President 
Kennedy was 
assassinated 
through a CIA 
and FBI conspiracy. Oswald is deemed a 
patsy or fall guy. Garrison himself will be 
in the film, playing U.S. Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, head of the Commission that 
issued the September 1964 Warren Report 
declaring that Oswald acted alone. 

Stone had some difficulty when he 
asked officials at the Texas School Book 
Depository [now the County 
Administration Building] in Dallas to 
move their museum exhibits to permit the 
film crew more realistic interior shots. He 
entered into an agreement with the city 
permitting extensive alterations to the 
exterior of the Depository to return it to the 
look of 1963. The museum exhibits, which 
have been open to the public every day 
except Christmas, were to be temporarily 
suspended during the shooting, but this 
move was deemed unacceptable by the city 
and filming was delayed. An agreement 
was recently reached and filming begins 
April 15. The movie is facing an early 1992 
release. And Warner Books will be issuing 
a paperback release of Garrison’s 
hardcover book On the Trail of the 
Assassins: M.y Investigation and 
Prosecution of the Murder of President 
Kennedy [Sheridan Square Press, 1988, 
$ 1 9.95 HB] . The paperback edition will be 
titled simply JFK. 



